Over the years, more and more states have adopted laws to allow individuals to obtain concealed carry permits. Illinois was the last state to do so, with the first permits began being issued earlier this year, in March 2014. Today all states permit concealed carry.
The rules vary greatly from state to state, and in many states it's still difficult to obtain a permit. It's easy in South Dakota, where the fee to obtain the four-year permit is only $10 and there is no training requirement. In Pennsylvania, the permit only costs $19 for five years and there is no training requirement. By contrast, Illinois costs $150 fee and requires 16 hours of training. With training and range time in Illinois costing around $450 to $500, total dollar costs of getting a permit are over $600. Not surprisingly, concealed carry is much more popular in states where permits are relatively inexpensive and easier to obtain.
This report will focus on the growth of concealed carry. Obviously, the main focus from a crime prevention point of view should be whether people actually do carry guns, not whether theoretically they could be allowed to do so after a long and difficult application process.
Perhaps needless to say, the number of permits issued has grown faster than the number of states that allow concealed carry. This is because in each state, as the law has allowed for concealed carry, more and more people have gradually applied and received permits. So, in other words, concealed carry has grown overall due to both more states allowing it and more and more people in each state getting permits.
Initially the increase in permits was relatively slow, growing from roughly about 2.7 million permit holders in 1999 to 4.6 million eight years later in 2007. But the number of concealed handgun permits has exploded during the Obama presidency. For December 2011, the federal Government Accountability Office estimated that there were at least 8 million concealed handgun permits. By the June 2014, it had grown to well over 11.1 million.
To put this in perspective, during the eight years from 1999 to 2007, the number of permits increased by about 240,000 per year. During the next four years that figure surged to 844,000 net new permits per year. And from the end of 2011 to 2014 the yearly increase had soared to 1,390,000 net new permits per year. only collects data for permits issued to non-residents. 3) For some states the data is one or two years old and this misses the huge recent growth we have seen in the number of permits.
Number of Permits Issued
Overall, the percent of adults with permits is easily explained by how difficult it is to get permits, how many years permits have been available, and whether government officials have discretion in issuing permits.
1 Among our findings:
--Each $10 increase in fees reduces the percent of adults with permits by about a half a percentage point.
--Each 10 years that the permit law is in effect increases the percent of adults with permits by 1.5 percentage points.
--Giving government officials discretion in who gets permits, reduces the percent of adults with get permits by more than two-thirds.
How law-abiding are permit holders?
One extremely easy fact to get information on is how law-abiding permit holders are. Much of the existing public discussion on crimes committed by permit holders in the media involves a report by the Violence Policy Center.
Unfortunately, that report contains many inaccuracies as it often double or triple counts cases that shouldn't even be counted as crimes or problems with guns to begin with. Few --168 (about 0.006%) --have had their permits revoked for any type of firearms related violation, the most common being accidentally carrying a concealed handgun into a gun-free zone such as a school or an airport, not threats or acts of violence. It is an annual rate of 0.0002 percent.
The already low revocation rate has been declining over time. Over the last 77 months from January 2008 through May 2014, just 4 permits have been revoked for firearms-related violations. With an average of about 875,000 active permit holders per year during those years, the annual revocation rate for firearms related violations is 0.00007 percent -7 one hundred thousandths of one percentage point.
For all revocations, the annual rate in Florida is 0.012 percent.
The numbers are similarly low in Texas. In 2012, the latest year that crime data are available, there were 584,850 active license holders.
Unfortunately, it is often too difficult to account for them. A much better approach is to study how crime rates vary before and after changes in permit rules have occurred.
The current analysis doesn't provide the sophisticated estimates provided with earlier analyses simply because the necessary data won't be available for a couple years. Thus, it should only be viewed as suggestive.
Between 2007 and the preliminary estimates for 2013, murder rates have fallen from 5.6 to 4.4 per 100,000 -a 22 percent drop in the murder rate at the same time that the percentage of the adult population with permits soared by 130 percent. Overall violent crime also fell by the same percentage, 22 percent, over that period of time.
Using this new state level permit data from 2007 on, our analysis suggests that each one percentage point increase in the percent of the adult population holding permits is roughly associated with a 1.4 percent drop in the murder rate. 7. To estimate this we ran a couple simple regressions on the murder rate on the percentage of adult population with permits as well as with and without state and year fixed effects. There is a lot of noise in these estimates both because the permit numbers come from many different years as well as the estimated number of murders in 2013. These estimates have a great deal of measurement error and should only be taken as suggestive. That said, the simplest estimate regressing the murder rate on the percentage of the adult population with permits produces a coefficient and absolute t-statistics of -12.68 (1.66). With fixed effects, the estimate was 6.8 (0.82).
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